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Mesa Valley Community School 
Academic Standards Checklist

Student Name: ______________________________________________ Academic Advisor: ______________________________________________ School Year: ___________
6th Grade English Language Arts
	Goal
	Application
	C
	S
	DATE

	Reading Comprehension & Recommended Texts

	General
	· Lexile band:  860L–1010L; stretch 925L–1185L
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	· Student should be reading Universal elements in literature, Genres of literature (i.e. memoir, drama)
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	· Independent Reading – Literary Response
	☐
	☐
	

	
	Nonfiction
	· Finding textual to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	· Propaganda and persuasion techniques
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	· Information from text and text features (such as timeline, diagram, captions) to answer questions or perform specific tasks
	☐
	☐
	

	
	Poetry
	· Figurative language in poetry
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	· Poetic elements and terms: meter, iamb, couplet,  rhyme scheme, free verse
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	· Observe the characteristics of a narrative poem (description, dialogue, pacing, rhyme, and meter) as in “Mother to Son” by Langston Hughes
	☐
	☐
	

	Writing
	General
	· Employ a range of planning strategies to generate descriptive and sensory details (webbing, free writing, graphic organizers)
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	· With guidance, strengthen writing as needed with revising and editing
	☐
	☐
	

	
	Narrative
	· Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, and description, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters.
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	· Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence and signal shifts from one time frame or setting to another.
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	· Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to convey experiences and events.
	☐
	☐
	

	1. 
	Opinion/
Persuasive
	· Learn strategies and conventions for writing a persuasive essay, with attention to defining a thesis (that is, a central proposition, a main idea) supporting the thesis with evidence, examples, and reasoning distinguishing evidence from opinion anticipating and answering counter-arguments maintaining a reasonable tone
	☐
	☐
	

	2. 
	Informative
	· Introduce a topic; organize ideas, concepts, and information, using strategies such as definition, classification, comparison/contrast, and cause/effect; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension
	☐
	☐
	

	3. 
	Research
	· Write a research essay, with attention to asking open-ended questions gathering relevant data through library and field research summarizing, paraphrasing, and quoting accurately when taking notes defining a thesis organizing with an outline integrating quotations from sources acknowledging sources and avoiding plagiarism preparing a bibliography
	☐
	☐
	

	4. 
	
	· Write a standard business letter
	☐
	☐
	

	5. 
	Poetry
	· Use a range of poetic techniques (alliteration, onomatopoeia, rhyme scheme); figurative language (simile, metaphor, personification); and graphic elements (capital letters, line length, word position) to express personal or narrative voice in texts
	☐
	☐
	




	Concepts, Terms, & Other Standards
	Grammar
	· Sit, set; rise, raise; lie, lay
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	· Pronouns (subjective, objective, possessive)
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	· Intensive pronouns
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	· Identify fragments and run-ons
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	· Coordinating conjunctions
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	· Identify the function of nouns (subject, subject complement, direct object, indirect object, object of the preposition, or appositive)
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	· [bookmark: _GoBack]Identify and use transitive and intransitive verbs
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	· Identify and use adverb phrases and clauses
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	· Identify and use adjective phrases and clauses
	☐
	☐
	

	
	Punctuation
	· Use punctuation (commas, parentheses, dashes) to set off nonrestrictive/parenthetical elements.
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	· Use semicolons with series in which the items include commas
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	· Use quotation marks to set off quotations
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	· Understand the function of hyphens, apostrophes, and commas
	☐
	☐
	

	
	Vocabulary
	Latin and Greek roots and affixes: Aqua, bio, gen, mater, spec, cogn, loc, nat, ped, sign, aud, struct, vis, photo, therm, act, mem, tact, cycl, graph, fac, rupt, ast, go, morph, brev, cap, ord, san, phil, log, max, pel, strict, nov, mand, min, neg, orig, trib,Literary elements: Epic,lLiteral and figurative language (review from grade 5,) imagery, metaphor and simile, symbol,personification
	☐
	☐
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