[bookmark: _GoBack][image: C:\Users\taleath\Dropbox\MVCS\forms, labels, logos, picts, & fun\logos\mvcs\MVCS no words.png] 
Mesa Valley Community School 
Academic Standards Checklist

Student Name: ______________________________________________ Academic Advisor: ______________________________________________ School Year: ___________
4th Grade English Language Arts
	Goal
	Application
	C
	S
	DATE

	Reading Comprehension & Recommended Texts

	General
	1. Lexile Band 640L–850L; stretch 740L–1010L
	☐
	☐
	

	
	Fiction
	1. Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text; summarize the text
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	2. Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	3. Compare and contrast the point of view from which different stories are narrated, including the difference between first- and third-person narrations.
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	4. Literary Elements
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	5. Story Structure
	☐
	☐
	

	
	Nonfiction
	1. Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	2. Text Structure
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	3. Fact and Opinion
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	4. Main Idea, Background Knowledge and Questioning
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	5. Cause and Effect
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	6. Generalization Visualizing and Inferring
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	7. Compare and Contrast 
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	8. Drawing Conclusions 
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	9. Author’s Purpose
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	10. Important Ideas  
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	11. Monitoring and Clarifying Retelling Events
	☐
	☐
	

	
	Poetry
	You are encouraged to expose children to more poetry, old and new. To bring children into the spirit of poetry, read it aloud and encourage them to read it aloud so they can experience the music in the words. At this grade, poetry should be a source of delight; technical analysis should be delayed until later grades.
	☐
	☐
	

	Writing
	General
	1.  Organize material in paragraphs and understand how to use a topic sentence, how to develop a paragraph with examples and details, that each new paragraph is indented
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	2. With guidance, strengthen writing as needed with revising and editing
	☐
	☐
	

	
	Narrative
	1. Be familiar with planning strategies to support text structure (graphic organizers, rubrics)
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	2. Understand the features of a narrative (introduction, descriptive setting, characters, logical sequence, dialogue, conclusion)
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	3. Write and tell stories to develop real or imagined experiences or events using narrative features
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	4. Familiarize the reader in a written story by establishing a situation and introducing a narrator and/or characters to tell a story that unfolds naturally (in sequence) 
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	5. Use a variety of transitional words and phrases to manage the sequence of events
	☐
	☐
	

	1. 
	Opinion
	1. Write opinion pieces, supporting a point of view with reasons and information.
	☒
	☐
	

	2. 
	
	2. Provide reasons that are supported by facts and details
	☐
	☐
	

	3. 
	Informative
	1. Introduce topic and group information in paragraphs 
	☐
	☐
	

	4. 
	
	2.     Identify text structure appropriate to purpose (sequence, description, compare/contrast, explanation)
	☐
	☐
	

	5. 
	
	3.     Develop central topic with facts, definitions, and details
	☐
	☐
	

	6. 
	
	4.     Provide a concluding statement or section
	☐
	☐
	

	7. 
	Research
	8. Know how to gather information from different sources (such as an encyclopedia, magazines, interviews, observations,    atlas, on-line), and write short reports
	☐
	☐
	

	9. 
	
	10. Present the information in his or her own words
	☐
	☐
	

	11. 
	
	12. Understand the purpose and audience of the writing 
	☐
	☐
	

	13. 
	
	14. Define a main idea
	☐
	☐
	

	15. 
	
	16. Providing an introduction and conclusion
	☐
	☐
	

	17. 
	
	6. Organizing material in coherent paragraphs documenting sources in a rudimentary bibliography
	☐
	☐
	

	Concepts, Terms, & Other Standards
	Grammar
	1.  Identify and use different sentence types: declarative, interrogative, imperative, exclamatory.
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	2. Know the following parts of speech and how they are used: nouns, pronouns, verbs (action verbs and auxiliary verbs), adjectives (including articles), adverbs, conjunctions (and, but, or), interjections.
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	3. Form and use regular and irregular verbs
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	4. Form and use comparative and superlative adjectives and adverbs
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	5. Understand coordinating and subordinating conjunctions
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	6. Simple, compound, and complex sentences
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	7. Understand prepositions and prepositional phrases
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	8. Be able to identify contractions and name the two words that make up each contraction
	☐
	☐
	

	
	Punctuation
	1. Know how to use the following punctuation:
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	2. end punctuation: period, question mark, or exclamation point
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	3. comma: between day and year when writing a date, between city and state in an address, in a series, after yes and no, before conjunctions that combine sentences, inside quotation marks in dialogue apostrophe: in contractions, in singular and plural possessive nouns
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	4. quotation marks: in dialogue, for titles of poems, songs, short stories, magazine articles
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	5. Use underlining or italics for titles of books.
	☐
	☐
	

	
	Vocabulary
	1. Know how the following prefixes and suffixes affect word meaning:
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	2. Prefixes: im, in, non, mis, en, pre 
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	3. Suffixes: ily, y, ful, able, ible, ment
	☐
	☐
	

	
	
	4. Review correct usage of problematic homophones: their, there, they’re, your, you’re, its, it’s, here, hear, to, too, two
5. Understand what synonyms and antonyms are, and provide synonyms or antonyms for given words
	☐
	☐
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